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THE BLACK RECONDOS: PROMOTING UNITY

ThegBlackgRecondosFgformedgingBattlegCreekgingtheglateg1960sF
emergedgasgagsymbolgofgsolidaritygduringgthegCivilgRightsgeraK
OriginatinggfromgthegYouthgAdultgForceFgaggroupgofgconcerned

citizensgingcollaborationgwithgtheglocalgpolicegdepartmentFgtheir
missiongwasgtogservegasgciviliangpeacekeepersKg

ThegnamegNBlackgRecondosNgpaidghomagegtogthegelitegUKSKgArmy
unitFgthegRecondosFgknowngforgtheirgoperationsgbehindgenemyglinesK
Ingag1971gBattlegCreekgEnquirerginterviewFgWilliamgBoardsFgonegof
theggroupOsgconsultantsFgstatedgtheirgdiversegmembershipgofg70
peoplegincludedg15gwomenFgeightgofgwhomgweregwhiteFgandg15

whitegmenFgalonggwithgmembersgofgthegMexicangAmerican
communityKgThegbadgegofgthegBlackgRecondosFgdepictedghereF

symbolizesgunityK
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BLACK RECONDOS:

GUARDIANS OF COMMUNITY PEACE 

FromgtheglategO60sgtogthegearlygO70sFgthegBlackgRecondosgleftgan
indeliblegmarkgongthegcityKgWhethergwalkinggtheghallsgofgBattle

CreekgCentralgorgpatrollinggneighborhoodgstreetsFgtheygbroughtga
calmingginfluencegtogwhatgwasgsometimesgagrestlessgcommunityK

Theirgsuccessgwasgattributedgtogrespectedgmembersgand
consultantsgsuchgasgMayorgFredrickgMKgBrydgesFgPolicegChief
CliffordgDKgBarneyFgmorticiangLouisgTKgPerryFgandgBattlegCreek

SchoolsOgsuperintendentFgHarrygRKgDavidsonKgButgitgwasgthegscores
ofgcommittedgpeoplegworkinggatgtheggrassrootsglevelgthatgmade

theirgworkgsogimpactfulKgPicturedgaregthreegBlackgRecondos
assignedgtogpositivelyginteractgwithgyouthgatgtheghighgschoolK
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NAACP YOUNG ADULT COUNCIL:

ADVOCATES FOR EDUCATIONAL EQUALITY

Ing1968FgthegNAACPgYounggAdultgCouncilgWYACXFgamong
othergactivitiesFgadvocatedgforgtheghiringgofgBlack
educatorsgandgadministrativegpersonnelgatgBattle

CreekgPublicgSchoolsKgItgwasgagmovegthatgchangedgthe
coursegofgeducationFgallowinggBlackgstudentsgtogmore
equitablygbseecgthemselvesgingtheirgteachersKgIngturnFgit

helpedgstabilizegwhatghadgpreviouslygbeenga
growinglygvolatilegenvironmentFgowninggtogracial

tensionsK
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DR. KING'S VISIT TO BATTLE CREEK:

AN HISTORIC SERMON

LessgthangagweekgafterghisgbrotherOsgarrestging1960F
duringgagsit[ingatgagsegregatedgcafeteriagingAtlantaF
DrKgKinggtraveledgtogBattlegCreekgwhereghegreprised

hisgsermongtitledgbPaulesgLettergtogAmericangChristiansc
atgFirstgUnitedgMethodistgChurchKgItgwasgthegonlygtime

hegvisitedgthegcityKgPicturedgwithgDrKgKingFgasghe
greetedgresidentsFgaregDrKgDavidgEvansFgReverend

SidneygShortFgandgReverendgPaulgBigbyK
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YAC PROTESTS DR. KING'S ASSASSINATION:

A PEACEFUL STAND

Duringghisg1960gsermongatgFirstgUnitedgMethodistgChurchFgDrKgKing
saidFgbItgmaygmeanggoinggtogjailFgbutgwegwillggogtogjailgwithgagsmileK
SomegwillgfacegphysicalgdeathgbeforegthegstrugglegisgwonFgbutgitgis

thegpricegthatgsomegmustgpayKc

ThosegwordsgprovedgtogbegpropheticgwhenFgafterghisgassassinationgin
1968FgmembersgofgthegBattlegCreekgNAACPgYounggAdultgCouncilgwere
arrestedgduringgagpeacefulgstreetgdemonstrationgthatgtemporarily

blockedgthegdowntowngintersectiongofgJacksongandgCapitalgAvenueK
Chargesgweregeventuallygdroppedgbutgmemoriesgofgthegincident
remainKgAmonggthegprotestersgwasgLindagPrathergLaneFgwhogis

featuredgingtheg2024gbBattlegCreekgDidgNotgBurncgdocumentaryKgThis
articleFgfromgthegBattlegCreekgEnquirergchroniclesgsomegofgthe

demandsgYACgandgothergcommunitygmembersgmadeK
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HAVEN FOR BLACK SOLDIERS:

HAMBLIN USO CLUB

ThegHamblingUSOgClubgservedgasgaggatheringgplacegfor
AfricangAmericangsoldiersgstationedgatgFortgCustergduring
WorldgWargIIKgLocatedgatg242gHamblingAveKFgthisgclubFgbuilt
ing1942gbygthegUKSKgArmygCorpsgofgEngineersFgheldgdances

andgothergentertainmentgeventsFgandgonceghosted
heavyweightgboxinggchampiongJoegLewisK

AftergthegwarFgthegclubgbecamegthegHamblingCommunity
CenterFgplayinggagvitalgculturalgand

socialgrolegingthegcityOsgBlackgcommunityK
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HAMBLIN COMMUNITY CENTER:

BLACK COMMUNITY HUB

FollowinggWorldgWargIIFgthegCitygofgBattlegCreekgpurchased
thegHamblingUSOgClubFgrenaminggitgthegHamblingCommunity
CenterKgItghostedgagwidegrangegofgsocialgactivitiesFgfrom

dancesgandgbasketballggamesgtogrollergskatingFgtalentgshowsF
andgeducationalgclassesgingmusicFgphotographyFgandgcooking

forgthegcityOsgyounggBlackgpopulationK

IngthegeveningsFgitgtransformedgintogagsocialggatheringgplace
forgadultsgandgalsoghostedgNAACPgmeetingsKgTheglocationgwas

secondgtognoneFgingtermsgofgitsgprofoundgimpactgongBlack
culturegingthegcitygandgservedgasgaghubgforgagvarietygofgnearby

Black[ownedgbusinessesK
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PROMOTING YOUNG ATHLETES

ThegHamblingCommunitygCentergfeaturedgaggirlsO
basketballgteamFgfosteringgsportsmanshipgand

empowermentgamonggitsgmembersKgAmonggthegyoung
womengpicturedgaregShirleygPierceFgMarygAlice

CollinsFgSandragSmithFgAnnagPattonFgDelorisgHarveyF
andgShirleygMcLiechyK
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LES DAMES SOCIAL CLUB

LesgDamesgSocialgClubgwasgonegofgthegmanygBlack
organizationsgthatghostedgeventsgatgthegHamblin
CenterKgThisgandgothergclubsgandgorganizations

offeredgculturallygenrichingginteractiongingagcitygthat
wasgstillgemerginggfromgthegscourgegofgsegregationK

Ingthisg1960geventFgyougcangseegThomasgMcClintonFgAnn
McClintonFgDelorisgBensonFgBillgBensonFgAnnagMae

McClenneyFgandgMarvingMcClenneygcominggtogether
forgagmemorablegoccasionK
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A CENTER FOR YOUTH ACTIVITIES:

HAMBLIN CENTER BOYS BASKETBALL

FromgtheglategO60sgtogthegearlygO70sFgthegBlackgRecondosgleftgan
indeliblegmarkgongthegcityKgWhethergwalkinggtheghallsgofgBattle

CreekgCentralgorgpatrollinggneighborhoodgstreetsFgtheygbroughtga
calmingginfluencegtogwhatgwasgsometimesgagrestlessgcommunityK

Theirgsuccessgwasgattributedgtogrespectedgmembersgand
consultantsgsuchgasgMayorgFredrickgMKgBrydgesFgPolicegChief
CliffordgDKgBarneyFgmorticiangLouisgTKgPerryFgandgBattlegCreek

SchoolsOgsuperintendentFgHarrygRKgDavidsonKgButgitgwasgthegscores
ofgcommittedgpeoplegworkinggatgtheggrassrootsglevelgthatgmade

theirgworkgsogimpactfulKgPicturedgaregthreegBlackgRecondos
assignedgtogpositivelyginteractgwithgyouthgatgtheghighgschoolK



Battle Creek Coalition for Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation www.bctrht.org

BATTLE CREEK DID NOT BURN
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

THE ICONIC EL GROTTO LOUNGE: A

LEGENDARY ENTERTAINMENT VENUE

Duringgtheg1960sFgthegElgGrottogLoungegwasgagvitalgpartgofgthe
ChitlinOgCircuitFgwhichgprovidedgagplatformgforgAfrican

AmericangmusiciansFgcomediansFgandgentertainersgduringgthe
eragofgracialgsegregationK

IconsglikegAlgGreenFgWadegFlemonsgofgEarthgWindgandgFireFgthe
DellsFgandgJrKgWalkergandgthegAllgStarsghonedgtheirgskillsgatgthis
establishmentglocatedgatgthegcornergofgSouthgKendallgStreet

andgHamblingAvenuegbeforegachievinggworldwidegfameK
AmonggitsgperformersgwasgBobbygHollyFgwhogisgfeaturedgingthe

2024gbBattlegCreekgDidgNotgBurncgdocumentaryK
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LINDA PRATHER LANE

LindagPrathergLanegisgagnear[lifelonggBattlegCreekgresidentgand
steadfastgadvocategforgsocialgjusticeKgAgBattlegCreekgCentral

graduateFgshegdedicatedgmuchgofghergcareergtogthegschoolKgLindaOs
earlygyearsgweregmarkedgbyghergstronggtiesgtogsocialgjusticeFgasgher
mothergwasgangactivistgandgagprominentgmembergofgthegNAACPK

InspiredgbyghergfamilyOsgvaluesFgLindagembracedghergrolegasga
tirelessgadvocategforgequalityKgHergowngpersonalgactivismgbegangin
theglategd60sgwithgthegYounggAdultgCouncilgWYACXgandgescalatedgat
19gwhengshegwasgarrestedgdowntowngatgthegintersectiongofgJackson

StKgandgCapitalgAveKFgduringgagpeacefulgsit[ingorganizedgbygthe
NAACPFgfollowinggDrKgMartingLuthergKingOsgassassinationKg
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THELMA VAUGHN

ThelmagVaughngisgagretiredgeducatorgandgcurrentlygactivegin
communitygserviceKgOriginallygfromgPhiladelphiaFgPennsylvaniaF

ThelmagbeganghergeducationgjourneygingHamptonFgVirginiaFgwhere
shegstudiedgatgwhatgisgnowgHamptongUniversityKgUponggraduationF
ThelmagwasgrecruitedgtogBattlegCreekgPublicgSchoolsgwheregshe

taughtgatgLincolngElementarygSchoolgforg30gyearsK

TodayFghergcontributionsgextendgtogactivegcommunity
involvementKgIng2003FgsheglaunchedgthegNWegReadNgprogramgat
SecondgMissionarygBaptistgChurchYagprogramgthatgsupports
first[gthroughgfifth[gradegstudentsgingthegBattlegCreekgPublic
SchoolsgdistrictgwithgtheirgreadinggandgcomprehensiongskillsKg
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TIM ELLIOTT

TimgElliottgisgagretiredgeducatorgwithgagremarkablegdedication
togthegcommunityKgHailinggfromgagfamilygofgesteemedgeducatorsF
TimOsgcommitmentgtogshapinggyounggmindsgisgdeeplygrootedKgHe
wasgrecruitedgtogBattlegCreekgimmediatelygafterggraduating

fromgLanegCollegeFgneargMemphisgTennesseeK

Forgmoregthang15gyearsFgTimghasgbeengthegcreativegforcegbehind
thegBattlegCreekgCentralgBandgFolliesFginfusinggtheglocalgarts

scenegwithgvibrancygandgtalentKgBeyondghisgeducational
endeavorsFgTimgisgagvaluedgmembergofgthegArtgCentergofgBattle
CreekOsgBoardgofgDirectorsFgcontributingghisgexpertisegtogthe

cityesgartsgcultureK
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BOBBY HOLLEY

ReverendgRobertgbBobbycgHolleygshiftedghisgfocusgfromgsolely
entertainmentgtogactivismgsomeg30gyearsgagogfollowingghis
nephewOsgunsolvedgmurderging1987KgAgprimarygaimghasgbeen
tacklingggungviolencegandgfosteringgcommunitygunityKgThe

substitutegteachergrecentlygpartneredgtograisegmoneygtogbuygnew
bicyclesgandghelmetsgforgchildrengingCalhoungCountyK

Heghasgundertakengseveralgsimilargcause[centeredgactionsgingthe
pastFgsuchgasgwalksgandgsymbolicgprotestsKgIngadditiongtogactivismF
BobbygbringsgpositivitygthroughoutgGreatergBattlegCreekgthrough
musicgasgagone[mangbandKgHisglifegjourneygthroughgentertainment

andgactivismgreflectsgagsteadfastgcommitmentgtogaddressing
societalgissuesgandgmakinggagdifferencegingthegcommunityK
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SHIRLEY ANN TUGGLE

ShirleygAnngTugglegisgagBattlegCreekgnativegandgretiredgRegistered
Nursegwithgagstronggcommitmentgtoghergcommunitygandgsocial
justicegcausesKgSheggraduatedgfromgBattlegCreekgCentralgHigh

Schoolgandghasgactivelygengagedgingvariousgorganizationsgsuchgas
DeltagSigmagThetagSororityFgthegBattlegCreekgHomelessgCommitteeF
thegNAACPFgandgthegNationalgAssociationgofgNegrogBusinessgand

ProfessionalgWomenOsgClubsFgIncK

Ing2021FgMichigangGovernorgGretchengWhitmergappointedgShirley
togseveralgboardsgandgcommissionsFgincludinggthegCommissiongon
ServicesgtogthegAgingKgShegwasgagformergmembergofgtheg1960sgand

d70sggroupFgthegBlackgRecondosgandgcurrentlygstandsgasga
dedicatedgcommunitygadvocategandgleaderK


